CAIRO    TO    SUEZ
instantly felt the pressure of the blast on the side towards
which I was deviating. Very soon after sunset there came
on complete darkness, but the strong wind guided me well,
and sped me, too, on my way.
I had pushed on for about, I think, a couple of hours
after nightfall when I saw the glimmer of a light in the
distance, and this I ventured to hope must be Suez. Upon
approaching it, however, I found that it was only a solitary
fort, and I passed on without stopping.
On I went, still riding down the wind, when an unlucky
accident occurred, for which, if you like, you can have
your laugh against me. I have told you already what sort
of lodging it is that you have upon the back of a camel.
You ride the dromedary in the same fashion; you are
perched rather than seated on a bunch of carpets or quilts
upon the summit of the hump. It happened that my
dromedary veered rather suddenly from her onward
course. Meeting the movement, I mechanically turned
my left wrist as though I were holding a bridle rein, for
the complete darkness prevented my eyes from reminding
me that I had nothing but a halter in my hand. The
expected resistance failed, for the halter was hanging upon
that side of the dromedary's neck towards which I was
slightly leaning. I toppled over, head foremost, and then
went falling and falling through air, till my crown came
whang against the ground. And the ground too was per-
fectly hard (compacted sand), but the thickly wadded
headgear which I wore for protection against the sun
saved my life. The notion of my being able to get up again
after falling head-foremost from such an immense height
seemed to me at first too paradoxical to be acted upon,
but I soon found that I was not a bit hurt. My dromedary
utterly vanished. I looked round me, and saw the glimmer
of a light in the fort which I had lately passed, and I began
to work my way back in that direction. The violence of
the gale made it hard for me to force my way towards the
west, but I succeeded at last in regaining the fort. To
this, as to the other fort which I had passed, there was
247